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abandon their religion, for which they have suffered
torture and even death, remaining constant to the
last breath. Nearly half of their warriors have
perished while fighting in aid of the French; the
widows and orphans of these men are in great
poverty, and the king is requested to extend them
aid.

CLXIV. Claude Chauchetitre writes to his
brother Jean (August 7, 1694) an account of affairs
in Canada at that time. He describes some recent
eclipses, and compares their appearance in Canada
with that in France. Iberville, who has gone to
Hudson Bay to take Port Nelson from the English,
wished Chauchetiere to go with him; but Silvy has
been sent instead.

A bitter ecclesiastical war is going on between
Bishop St. Vallier and the Jesuits and Récollets.
The bishop has adopted arbitrary measures in vari-
ous matters; he also inveighs against Callitres,
governor of Montreal, who has always been one of
Chauchetiere’s penitents, and even threatens the
latter with interdict. The Father relates various
instances of his combats with St. Vallier over eccle-
siastical affairs.

The Sault Christians, especially those belonging
to ‘“ Catherine's band,’ continue in Christian fervor
and practice. The women have given up gambling;
and confraternities are being formed, especially
among the young girls. The pious deaths of two
Iroquois women, captured and burned by their
pagan tribesmen, are recounted in detail. The
writer thinks that piety like theirs would prevail
among the savages, were it not for the intemperance
that has become so general among them; ‘‘ and our



